INTRODUCTION TO POWER
The only mistake made by this ambitious man, whose
opportunism amounted to genius, was to misread and
neglect the feelings of the King. Richelieu, like nearly
all his contemporaries, judged Louis xm by appearances;
and outwardly he was heavy, bored, listless. Actually,
his nature was restless, anxious and suffering. The King
suffered from his shyness, his awkwardness, his stammer.
But he was capable of attachments, as his friendship with
Luynes showed, and a person who can love can also hate.
With attentiveness, with a pretence of esteem, and by
simulating seriousness with him, Richelieu could be on
good terms with him. But he did not take the trouble to
do so, and did not gauge the possible reserve of spite,
wounded sensibility, jealousy and distrust in the recesses
of a heart which he thought was lifeless. Intoxicated with
his triumph, he hardly imagined he would have to reckon
with the hostility of this lad, and that when that day
came the King would be the stronger. But how could
he not have felt the dazzling wonder of his success? In
eighteen months, since addressing the States General, he
had found himself appointed almoner to the Queen, and
a councillor of State; great wealth was not yet his, but at
least his difficulties had been eased by the grant of an
income of 6,000 livres:1 and before even taking over his
functions as ambassador in Spain, he had become Secretary
of State. Was there not something almost miraculous in
the swiftness of this rise, which reminds us of Ruy Bias?
And it is difficult not to feel that here, too, there are signs
of a woman's love, the will of a Queen.
His appointment was signed on November 25, 1616.
1 The figure should be multiplied, say, twenty times, to give an equivalent
of purchasing power in the modern franc.
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